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Background 

This was the second IHL Conference organized in partnership between the Ontario 

International Humanitarian Law Unit of the Canadian Red Cross and our partners in Wa terloo 

(Balsillie School of International Affairs (BSIA); Conrad Grebel University College, University of 

Waterloo; Sir Wilfred Laurier University; and Project Ploughshares). This event was further made 

possible thanks to the contributions from the Strategic Partnership between the Canadian Red Cross 

and Global Affairs Canada.  

The organizing committee was assisted by the work of the International Humanitarian Law 

Working Group for Toronto (IHL WG – TOR) volunteers. 

 

Objective 

As part of the mandate of the Red Cross Red Crescent Movement and thus National Societies 

around the world, public engagement on humanitarian issues and International Humanitarian Law 

(IHL) is an important objective. Through academic conferences, the Canadian Red Cross Society 

upholds this strategic objective by providing a space to engage the academic community in impartial 

discussions on IHL as it relates to contemporary issues.  

The objective of the conference was not only to educate the public and bring awareness to the 

discussion surrounding IHL and the protection of people caught up in armed conflict, but also to 

engage academics and students alike in discussions on the application of IHL and the role of the Red 

Cross Red Crescent Movement in promoting and safe-guarding these laws.  

 

The speakers that participated in the panel discussions during the conference offered their 

expertise on IHL including issues of distinction, disarmament, arms trade and education which 

deepened the attendee’s understanding and also offered an opportunity to consider where we are 

today and things to consider as an international community moving forward.   

The objectives set out for the number of people in attendance (70) was unmet by 28 however 

the panel was diverse and the target audience for this conference was present. 

 

The Conference 

This conference was recorded in entirety to later be edited (per panel) and placed onto the 

Canadian Red Cross YouTube channel.  This was the first time this method was employed to capture 

and IHL Conference in Ontario. 
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The conference was opened by Professor John Ravenhill, Director of the Balsillie School of 

International Affairs (BSIA).  Professor Ravenhill welcomed everyone and provided opening remarks 

linking the importance of the discussions that were to unfold throughout the day and their immediate 

relevance to what is happening in the world today.  Our MC for the morning was Professor Andrew 

Thompson from BSIA who introduced the first speaker Mr. Samit D’Cunha, International Humanitarian 

Law (IHL) Coordinator, Eastern Canada, Canadian Red Cross, who provided an introduction to IHL 

and the linkages to the issues that were to be discussed throughout the day. Prior to the conclusion of 

this presentation, the speaker took questions from the audience. This was followed by a 15 minute 

break at which point, coffee, tea water and snacks were available just outside of the conference room. 

Samit welcomed everyone back from the break as the moderator and introduced the next panel which 

was, For the Sake of Peace and Human Security: Disarmament and Arms Control and the speakers.  

First to present was Cesar Jaramillo, Executive Director of Project Ploughshares, who delivered the 

presentation: “Nuclear Weapons: An approaching apocalypse or an abolition hope?” in which he 

discussed the issues surrounding nuclear disarmament and the key concerns today and moving 

forward.  His presentation was followed by his colleague, Branka Marijan, Program Officer, Project 

Ploughshares, who delivered a presentation on: “Human Control and Autonomous Weapons 

Systems”.  Addressed in her presentation was the number of ethical, human rights and international 

humanitarian law concerns raised by the increasing autonomy in weapon systems. The key concern 

being that the increasing autonomy is diminishing human control over critical functions of weapons 

systems, such as selecting and engaging targets. The panel ended with a presentation by Peggy 

Mason, President of the Rideau Institute, who delivered a presentation on: “When money trumps all: 

Human rights and the arms trade”.  Ms. Mason focused on the continued sale by Canada and many 

European suppliers of weapons to Saudi Arabia, despite overwhelming evidence of grave and 

ongoing violations of international law and how that raises fundamental concerns. She also posed the 

question of whether we are seeing a decline in respect for IHL and then asked what can we do about 

it?  Mr. D’Cunha then thanked the speakers and opened the floor up to the Q&A per iod.  Once the 

audience was finished asking questions, everyone was invited to break for lunch.  Sandwiches, 

wraps, salads and non-alcoholic beverages were made available. 

 

 Prior to breaking, Professor Thompson instructed attendees to participate in a networking 

activity while they ate lunch.  Attendees were to sit at tables assigned to them upon registration (found 

on the back of their name tags) and discuss with their new table mates, the questions that were on a 

piece of paper in the middle of the table. This encouraged interaction between attendees from 

different backgrounds as well as discussions surrounding what brought them to the conference, what 

they found most interesting and what they would take away from the information they have heard  so 

far.  Speakers and members of the Organizing Committee were encouraged to participate and move 

around to the different tables however, a separate room was designated for those who wished to have 

lunch and prepare for their upcoming presentations.  This was the first time a networking lunch was 

organized and based on the observations in the room and the feedback; it was well received by all.  

The attendees were divided amongst the tables based on their occupation in order to capture a 

variety of experiences around each table. 
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Upon returning from lunch, Dr. Edmund Pries as moderator, welcomed everyone back from 

lunch and introduced the next panel, Applied IHL for Vulnerable Groups: Education, Health and 

Disability and the speakers.  The first presentation was from Tim Murray, Senior Advisor: Education 

and Child Protection, Save the Children, who delivered the presentation, “How can education 

contribute to peace?”. Mr. Murray presented findings of a Save the Children review of evidence and 

lessons learnt on Safe Schools programming- focusing on the questions- How can education 

contribute to peace; What works to keep children safe in and around schools, and; What needs to be 

done at school and community level to ensure that the safe schools declarat ion is effectively 

implemented.  This was followed by Andrea McArthur, Provincial Coordinator, Exploring Humanitarian 

Law, CRCS, who spoke about, “Working with Teachers to Disseminate IHL in the Canadian 

Classroom”.  Ms. McArthur addressed what IHL education looks like in Canada by defining the scope 

of work done by the Canadian Red Cross to help teachers disseminate IHL.  She went on to explain 

that It does so by defining IHL education; specifically the Exploring Humanitarian Law (EHL) program, 

summarizing EHL professional development, and highlighting student outcomes reported by teachers.  

This segued into a presentation from Andrea Barrow, Educator at Limestone District School Board 

and CRCS Teacher Champion, Exploring Humanitarian Law, entitled, “IHL in the Canadian 

Classroom: the Student’s Voice, the Teacher’s Voice”.  Ms. Barrow provided a teacher’s perspective 

on IHL education in Canadian classrooms using the Canadian Red Cross Exploring Humanitarian 

Law (EHL) toolkit. The panel wrapped up with a presentation by Sarah Murray, PhD candidate at the 

Balsillie School of International Affairs and Wilfrid Laurier University.  Ms. Murray presented her paper 

on, “Employing International Humanitarian Law: Disability Experiences in Syria and South Sudan ” in 

which she discussed several provisions for the protection of persons with disabilities ranging from 

specialized healthcare to assistance with migration from conflict  zones that IHL includes. She also 

spoke about other United Nations instruments, such as the Convention on the Rights of Persons with 

Disabilities (CRPD), and how it reaffirms the responsibility of states to ensure the protection and 

safety of persons with disabilities during periods of conflict. However, Sarah argued, using examples 

from contemporary conflicts in Syria and South Sudan, that persons with disabilities are inadequately 

addressed in conflict situations. Persons with disabilities are uniquely vulnerable in conflict situations 

and are often excluded from humanitarian assistance programmes. She concluded by reflecting on 

areas of humanitarian assistance which could be modified for the protection of persons with 

disabilities in conflict situations in accordance to International Humanitarian Law.   Dr. Pries then 

thanked all of the speakers and opened the floor up to Q&A.  Once this finished, he invited everyone 

to take a 15 minute break at which point refreshments were made available.  

 The last panel was the Career Navigation panel, moderated by Professor Lowell Ewert, 

Associate Professor, Peace and Conflict Studies, Conrad Grebel University College.  The panelists: 

Dr. Edmund Pries  Assistant Professor, Global Studies, Religion and Culture and Social 

Entrepreneurship, Wilfrid Laurier University; Paul Esau Former Intern, Project Ploughshares and PhD 

candidate, Wilfred Laurier University; Dr. Alistair D. Edgar Associate Dean, School of International 

Policy & Governance, at BSIA; President and CEO, Canadian Landmine Foundation ; Samit D’Cunha 

CRCS (Geneva International Centre for Humanitarian Demining/Human Rights Watch/UN) ; Dany 

Mercer HR Marketing Officer, ICRC; and Sandra Rossiter Deputy Director, Civilian Security Policy, 
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Humanitarian Organizations and Food Assistance Division, Global Affairs Canada  (who joined via 

Video-Tele-Conferencing (VTC), all spoke about ways in which to enter into this field and provided 

tips on graduate courses as well as networking and applications.  Links to websites offering volunteer, 

internship and job opportunities were provided to attendees after the conference.   Professor Ewert 

lead the Q&A which provided the attendees who remained, an opportunity to ask specific questions 

related to their career ambitions and goals. 

 The conference closed with final remarks from Olivia Hamilton, Provincial Coordinator, 

International Humanitarian Law, Canadian Red Cross. Ms. Hamilton began with reference to the 

recent Remembrance Day ceremonies and the anniversary of the end of World War I and the 

connection to IHL and the conference.  She highlighted some important key points that came out of 

the conference and thanked the guest speakers, partners and organizing committee for their 

contributions.  
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Annex 2 – Agenda 
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Annex 6 – Photos 

 

 
Opening remarks delivered by Professor and Director of the Balsillie School of International Relations 
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IHL 101 delivered by Samit D’Cunha, International Humanitarian Law Coordinator, Eastern Canada, 
Canadian Red Cross 

 

 
Light refreshments served prior to the conference, during registration. 

 
 

 
Catered lunch for the conference participants and speakers 
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PANEL: For the Sake of Peace and Human Security: Disarmament and Arms Control  
 

          
Cesar Jaramillo, Executive Director, Project   Branka Marijan, Program Officer, Project Ploughshares, 
Ploughshares, delivering his presentation on ‘Nuclear  delivering her presentation on ‘Human Control and 
Weapons: An approaching apocalypse or an abolition  Autonomous Weapons Systems’ 
hope?’  
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Peggy Mason, President of the Rideau Institute delivering her presentation on ‘When money trumps 

all: Human rights and the arms trade’ 
 

 
Panel during Q&A (from left to right): Speakers - Peggy Mason, Branka Marijan, Cesar Jaramillo and 

Moderator, Samit D’Cunha 
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Networking lunch 

 
 
 
 
 

PANEL: Applied IHL for Vulnerable Groups: Education, Health and Disability 
 

 
Professor Edmund Pries, Assistant Professor, Global Studies, Religion and Culture and Social 
Entrepreneurship, Wilfrid Laurier University, and Moderator, introducing the panel speakers 
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Tim Murray, Senior Advisor: Education and Child Protection, Save the Children, delivering his 

presentation on ‘How can education contribute to peace?’ 
 

 
Andrea McArthur, Provincial Coordinator, Exploring Humanitarian Law, CRCS, delivering her 

presentation on ‘Working with Teachers to Disseminate IHL in the Canadian Classroom’ 
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Andrea Barrow, Educator at Limestone District School Board and CRCS Teacher Champion, 

Exploring Humanitarian Law, delivering her presentation on ‘IHL in the Canadian Classroom: the 
Student’s Voice, the Teacher’s Voice’ 

 

 
Sarah Murray, PhD candidate at the Balsillie School of International Affairs and Wilfrid Laurier 
University, delivering her presentation on ‘Employing International Humanitarian Law: Disability 

Experiences in Syria and South Sudan’ 
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PANEL: Career Navigation 
 

 
The panel (from left to right): Dany Mercer, HR Marketing Officer, ICRC; Samit D’Cunha; Dr. Alistair 
D. Edgar, Associate Dean, School of International Policy & Governance, at BSIA, President and CEO, 
Canadian Landmine Foundation; Paul Esau, Former Intern, Project Ploughshares and PhD candidate, 
Wilfred Laurier University, Sandra Rossiter, Deputy Director, Civilian Security Policy, Humanitarian 
Organizations and Food Assistance Division, Global Affairs Canada (joining via VTC, not pictured 

here) and Professor Lowell Ewert, Associate Professor, Peace and Conflict Studies, Conrad Grebel 
University College, as Moderator, delivering introductions 

 
 

 
Olivia Hamilton, Provincial Coordinator, International Humanitarian Law, CRCS, delivering closing 

remarks 
 


